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Bookshelf Pro 
Version 4.0 

 

      
 

What is Bookshelf? 
 
Bookshelf is an application to manage books you have, lend and have read. It's very handy when you 
are in a bookstore or library and try to remember if you already own or have read a certain book. 
 
You can not only record the authors name and title of book but also store infos like category, series, 
type and price as well as publisher, ISBN, location, number in your collection and even a long note for 
each book. 
 
If you lend books from public libraries, Bookshelf lets you select the date on which the book has to be 
returned, when you really did it and set an alarm to remind you. 
 
You're able to filter the list of books by category, series or library and search for a book using the Palm 
OS build in find function. 
 
 
 

Requirements 
 
• Palm OS 3.5 or better 
• at least 220 kB free memory 
• Advanced Library (sorting, messages) 
• Pim Library (access Datebook, Memopad or ToDo) 
• MemCard Storeage Library (access external memory cards) 
• CommonDialogs Library (extended dialogs and note fields) 
• Database Extreme Library (functions for database manipulations) 

The libraries are provided by the installer. 
 
 
 
 
Copyright © 2005, PalmSource, Inc. PalmSource, Palm OS, Palm Powered, Graffiti, HotSync and certain other trademarks and 
logos appearing herein, are trademarks or registered trademarks of PalmSource, Inc. or its affiliate in the United States, France, 
Germany, Japan, the United Kingdom, and other countries. These marks may not be used in connection with any product or 
service that does not belong to PalmSource, Inc., in any manner that is likely to cause confusion among customers, or in any 
manner that disparages or discredits PalmSource, Inc., its licensor, its subsidiaries or affiliates.  
 
All other brands and trademarks used herein are or may be trademarks of, and are used to identify other products or services 
of, their respective owners. All rights reserved. 
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Changes 
 
[New] list of unread books with editing of their data 
[New] sorting data by table headers 
[New] moved / deleted some menu entries 
[New] lots of code changes 
 
 
 

What's installed? 
 

Filename Function 
BookPro the application 
BuchFilter stores several filter settings (not editable by the user) 
BuchInventar stores data of the "My books" screen (not editable by the user) 
BuchKategorien your list of categories 
Buchliste your books 
Buchserie your list of series 
BuchStatistik stores the data of the "Statistics" screen (not editable by the user) 
BuchTypen your list of booktypes 
Buchverleih your libraries, incl. their address, phone, etc. 
 
Additional libraries Function 
PDATAdvUtilsLib Sorting, messages 
PDATPimLib Access Datebook 
PDATMcStoreLib Access external cards 
PDATCDLib Extended dialogs and note fields 
PDTADBXLibRT Functions for database manipulations 
 
You can move the libraries to flash memory, but before the next update you have to move them back 
to normal memory. There may be newer version shipped then, which require to overwrite those you 
have installed. 
If you move the libraries to external cards, Bookshelf won't work correct any more! 
 
 
 

Register 
 

      
 
As long as Bookshelf is not registered, this screen will appear first when starting the app. Tap on 
"Continue trial" to evaluate longer or on "Enter regisitration code" to enter your personal registration 
code. 
 
Please note! Name and Code are case sensitive, so "MartinL" and "martinl" are two different names. 
When ordering, enter the data of the "Name" field exactly as shown in the order form and when receiv-
ing the code from me, do the same. 
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Start    CHANGED 
 

 
 
After launching the application you'll always get to the main screen. There are buttons which give you 
access to all functions of Bookshelf: 
 
• enter new books (pen and paper) 
• to open different lists of books tap on the words: 

- Series opens the list which can be filtered by series 
- Category opens the list which can be filtered by categories  
- Library opens the list which can be filtered by libraries 

• open list of books you want (treasure box) 
• open list of books you own (book and glasses) 
• open list of unread books (books) 
 
Some basic settings and informations are accessible through the menu: 
 

 
 
Edit libraries - enter and edit libraries you're using 
Papyrus Theme - default colors of Bookshelf 
BlueFog Theme - alternative theme  
Standard Theme - the standard OS colors 

Themes only work on color devices! 
About Bookshelf Pro... - version und contact info 
 
 

    
 
by author - sorts your booklist by author  
by number - sorts your boos by number 
by date created - sorts your books by date the record was created 
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Statistics - counts your books 
Audio books - a list of your audio books 
Books - lend someone - list of books you've lend someone 
Books - ordered - list of books you've ordered 
Books - read - list of books you've already read 
Search book - search for books 
Search author - search for author 
 
 

 
 
Backup - writes your booklist to external card 
Restore - reads your booklist from external card back to main memory 

To use these commands, your device must have a SD or Memory Stick slot.  
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Edit 
 

 
 
This is where you enter data for a new book or edit existing ones. 
 
It is strongly recommended to enter the authors name "lastname, firstname" as the database is sorted 
automatically by this entry.  
Note: Please keep in mind, that sorting is case sensitive and a blank as first character is also valid. So 

"Author", "author" and " Author" are three different names! 
 
To enter author and title of the book you see two lines, but you can write as much as you want. When 
you reach the end of the second line, a scrollbar pops up automatically. 
 
The next three fields are popups. If you didn't enter your own categories, series or booktypes the lists 
will be empty. Tap on the icon at the end of each line to edit them (see page 7). 
 
More notes: The decimal seperator of the Price field has to be a dot, no matter what your local format 

is. Otherwise calculation of sums doesn't work correct. 
The checkboxes show if you want, have ordered, got or read this book. To get descent statis-
tics and lists of your books, it is important to set the checkboxes correct. 

 
If you add a note to a record, a N is written automatically in the upper right corner of the screen. The 
letter L marks a book you've lend someone and S shows that you've set an alarm for the day a new  
book will start selling. 
 
The icons on the bottom of the screen mean (from left to right): 
• Back to main menue 
• New record 
• Delete current record 
• Go to to first record 
• Go to previous record 
• Go to next record 
• Go to last record 
• M - opens the "More info" screen (see below) 
• L - opens the "Lend books" screen see below) 
• N - opens the "Note" window (see below) 
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You can call more database functions from the menu or with the command stroke: 
 

 
 
New - create new record 
Delete - delete current record 
Duplicate - duplicate the current record. This helps if you have to enter many books which have similar 

data (like author's name) and works for all fields of the record. 
Beam - beams the current record to another Palm powered device. Please keep in mind, that the other 

person has to have Bookshelf (Pro, SE or the German version) installed too. Data for category 
and series is not transfered. This is no bug as Bookshelf can not know which categories and 
series the other person has on her / his device. 

Print - opens the "Print" screen (see below) 
 

  
 
Series - opens the list which can be filtered by series 
Categories - opens the list which can be filtered by categories 
Statistics - opens the "Statistics" screen (see below) 
My books - opens the list of books you own  
Audio books - opens the list of audio books 
Books - read - shows the list of books read 
Books - wanted - shows a list of books you want 
Books - ordered - shows a list of books you've ordered 
Search book - search for books (see below) 
Search author - search for author (see below) 
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Note 
 

 
 
The Title field is read only and shows the name of the current book. You can enter as much as 2040 
characters in the Note field and a scrollbar is shown as soon as you reach the end of the last line 
shown. 
The paper basket icon erases the Note field. The left arrow checks if the field has data, brings you 
back to the "Edit" screen and writes a N to the upper right corner if so.  
 
 
Edit popup lists 
 
To edit the the records of the popup lists, tap on the icon at the end of the line. One of the following 
windows is opened: 
 

           
 
 
New - create a new record 
Edit - edit the current record 
Del - delete current record 
Sort - sort records ascending alphabetically 
 
The two arrows move the marked record up or down, so you can sort the list by your personal prefer-
ences. 
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More info (1/2) 
 

 
 
The Title field is read only so you can't edit that data. It's only shown to let you know which book you 
are working on. 
 
All other fields are normal entry fields. 
 
The icons on the bottom of the screen mean (from left to right): 
• go back to "Edit" screen 
• goto "More info (2/2)" screen  
• goto "Edit audio books" screen 
 
 
 

More info (2/2) 
 

      
 
Title is read only again.  
 
Here you can enter when you bought and read the book and the first day a new book is sold. It's 
possible to write an alarm for the salesdate to your calender: tap on the small clock icon behind the 
date field and the reminder is set at 12 o'clock on that day. Additionally the Alarm checkbox on the 
upper right corner of the screen is set. 
 
Creat. is filled with the date when this record was created but this may be changed. 
 
The Rating popup lets you choose a rating for each book: from  + (poor) to +++++ (excellent).  
 
Condition is a large text field. If you reach the last position on line two and write on, a scrollbar pops 
up to help you navigate easier through the text. 
 
The sold data can be erased using the empty sheet icon but only if the alarm day has already passed. 
The other date fields can be deleted using the "Delete" menu item.  
 
The arrow at the bottom brings you back to the "More info (1/2)" screen. 
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Edit audio books 
 

 
 
Title is read only again.  
 
Here you can enter data for your audio books. To have them shown in the list, at least the CDs field 
must be filled. 
 
The icons at the bottom mean 
• back to "More info (1/2)" screen 
• goto "Audio books" list 
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Lending 
 

       
 
Title is a read only field and you can't edit the data on this screen. It's shown to make editing easier. 
 
Library opens a popup list. If you didn't enter the libraries you're using, the list will be empty. You can 
edit them using the menu of the start screen (Option>Edit libraries) 
BookID is the number you need to lend the book. In Germany it's called "Signaturnummer", in Great 
Britain "Shelfmark" and in US "Call Number" or "Classification Number". This field is a normal entry 
field too. 
 
Due is a date field and when you tap on it the "Select date" dialog pops up. The next two fields are the 
alarm fields. You can enter a date (first line) and a time (second line) to get a reminder to bring back 
this book.  
 
Note: if you set several alarms for one day, it is strongly recommended to choose a different time for 
each record, so you really get a reminder for each book. 
 
When you tap on the clock icon, the 
alarm is written to your datebook 
database and the Alarm checkbox is 
set. The entry will have short 
description, including the title of the 
book, a duration of 15 minutes and the 
alarm will start 5 minutes before the 
time you entered in the field. Since the 
alarm is written to the standard 
datebook database this work with any 
third party Datebook replacement too. 
 
When you return the book to the library, check "back" and select the date. Then tap on the paper but-
ton next to the clock icon (the screen will look liked freezed for some seconds) and the fields are 
empty. For further reference, the "back" date isn't deleted. 
 
When you lend books to friends or relatives, you can enter that data in the last two lines. Check "lend", 
enter a date in the next field and the name of the person in the "Whom" field. 
When you get the book back, delete the field using the empty paper icon. 
 
If at any time you want to delete all entries on this screen, you can can do it using the menu entry "De-
lete>All fields". Due to technical reasons the screen will freeze during this action. 
 
The icon on the bottom of the screen brings you back to main menu. 
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Print 
 

      
 
All fields on this screen are read only.  
 
The icons on the bottom of the screen mean (from left to right): 
• Goto "Edit" screen 
• Print 
 
 
To print you need PalmPrint or SCSPrintServer™ by Stevens Creek Software. To learn more about 
PalmPrint and download a 30 days trial go to www.stevenscreek.com/palm/ palmprint.shtml 
 

 
 
Registered users of Bookshelf will get a discount for PalmPrint™  or SCSPrintServer™. More informa-
tions are in the registration mail. 
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Categories 
 
Due to the small screen of the device, the list view shows only a part of the data for author and title. 
But it should be enough to identify each book clearly. 
 

             
 
You get to this list from the main application screen or the menu of the "Edit" screen. 
 
The two rows with checkmarks show the settings you did for "want" / "read" on the Edit screen. 
 
You can filter this list by categories: tap on small triangle on the top right and your list of categories 
pops up. Choose the one you want, tap on it and the screen only shows books belonging to this cate-
gory. 
This filter is saved and the list will be filtered by it again the next time you open this screen. To see all 
books again, set the filter to "All".  
 
Use the small up and down arrows or the hardware scroll buttons of your device to scroll through the 
list. 
 
You can sort your list of books by tapping on the table header Author or Title.   NEW 
 
If your device has a Virtual Graffiti area, you may hide it to show more of your records. 
 
The two icons at the buttom of the screen mean: 
• goto main screen (house) 
• goto "Edit" screen (arrow) 
 
 

Series 
 

            
 
This list works similar to the previous, only the last column shows the number of the book.  
 
You can filter this list view by series. 
 
 
 



Bookshelf Pro Manual 13-Jun-07 13 

Library 
 

              
 
This list works similar to the other two, only the last column shows the date, the books have to be re-
turned to the library.  
 
You can sort your list of books by tapping on the table header Author or due.  NEW 
 
Note: different to what is described above, the left arrow icon brings you back to the "Lending" screen 
 
 
 

Books wanted 
 

 

On this screen only records are shown, which have a checkmark at 
"want it" on the "Edit" screen. This makes your search in the bookstore 
much easier. 
The "Sum" field is calculated each time you open this list. 
 
You can sort your list of books by tapping on the table header Author 
or Title.  NEW 
 
This list uses the Virtual Graffiti area.  
 
The icons at the buttom mean: 
• back to main screen (house) 
• back to "Edit" screen (arrow)     

 
 
 

Books ordered 
 

 

This list shows records that have a checkmark at "ordered" on the  
"Edit" screen. 
 
This list uses the Virtual Graffiti area.  
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Books lend someone 
 

 

This screen lists all books you've lend someone. To edit a record, tap 
on it and it is opened on the "Lend books" screen. 
 
If you need to see more of your data, you can drop down the Virtual 
Graffiti area on the screen. 
 
 

 
 
 

Books read 
 

 

This screen lists all books you've read already. To edit a record, tap 
on it and it is opened on the "Edit" screen. 
 
If you need to see more of your data, you can drop down the Virtual 
Graffiti area on the screen. 
 

 
 
 

Books not read   NEW 
 

 

This list shows only those books which have a checkmark for "have it" 
and none for "read" on the "Edit" screen. 
A temporary database is used for and you'll see a short message "Writ-
ing..." when calling this function. 
 
Tapping on the table header Author will sort this list alphabetically as-
cending. 
 
To edit a record, tap on it (see below) 
 
The "house" icons brings you back to the "Start" screen. If you made 
changes to a record, those will be written to the main booklist. You'll 
then see the "Writing..." message again. 
     

 

 

All fields on this screen are editable and will be written to your main 
booklist. 
 
The icons at the buttom mean: 
• goto list 
• goto first record 
• goto previous record 
• goto next record 
• goto last record  
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Search book  
 

                
 
This screen lets you search for a book or books with similar titles.  
 
Enter the title of a book exactly like it is stored in the database. It's not case sensitive. You don't have 
to enter the whole title, a part of it will do. 
 
If you need to see more of your data, you can drop down the Virtual Graffiti area on the screen. 
 
The icons mean 
• goto main screen (house) 
• goto "Edit" screen (arrow) 
• search (magnifier) 
• clear search phrase (the right arrow) 
 
 
 

Search author 
 

           
 
This screen works like the one described above, only for authors. 
 
 
 

Statistics 
 

 

You get here from the menu of the main screen or the "Edit" screen. 
Tap on the arrow at the buttom to get back there. 
 
This screen gives you some infos about the number of books you own, 
have read, want and have ordered. These informations are calculated 
in about 1 to 2 seconds each time you open this screen. 
 
To edit an entry, just tap on it and it's opened on the "Edit" screen. 
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My books 
 

 

Here all your books and the total price you've payed are listed. 
 
To edit an entry, just tap on it and it's opened on the "Edit" screen. 
 
This screen uses the Virtual Graffiti area. 
 
 

 
 
 

Backup 
 

 
 
When calling the backup command, you get the chance to change or insert a memory card. This will 
not exit Bookshelf. Tap on "OK" when you're ready and the data is saved.  
 
You will find the file "Buchliste.pdb" in the "/PALM/Bookshelf" folder. 
 
 
 

Restore 
 
This command lets you change the card too, before reading the booklist. If data on your device will be 
overwritten, you'll get the following message: 
 

 
 
Only if you're sure that the list on your card is more up to date that the one on your handheld, tap on 
"OK". Otherwise tap on "Cancel". 
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Edit libraries 
 
You get to this screens using the menu on the Start screen: "Opt.>Edit libraries" 
 

      
 
Please be careful how you enter the name of the library, as the database is sorted automatically by 
this field and sorting is case sensitive. So "Library", "library" and " library " are three different names! 
 
"Address" is a large textfield and you can enter as much data as you need. 
 
"Phone" and "Fax" are plain text fields and "Open" is a large field. "ID" lets you store your customer 
number for this library. 
 
Tapping on the table header Name will sort this list alphabetically ascending.  NEW 
 
The icons at the buttom work similar to the ones on the main edit screen. 
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Find function 
 
This is provided by the development IDE and works a bit unusual: 
 

           
 
To search Bookshelf's databases you have to open one of the edit screens (books or libraries), tap on 
the silkscreen find button (buttom right next to the Graffiti area), enter the search phrase (this is not 
case sensitive) and then tap ok. 
 
The result screen will show the first matching record. Tap on that line and the record is opened on the 
Edit screen. 
 
If you get a "No openDB 0 0" error you didn't start on an edit screen.  
 
 
As the screenshots show, this function works with FindHack too. 
 
 
FindHack (shareware) is an enhancement of the build in find function and can be found at 
http://fpillet.free.fr or http://perso.wanadoo.fr/fpillet/ 
 
 
 

BackupBuddy certificate 
 

   Bookshelf is "BackupBuddy certified".  
 
This means that Bookshelf's databases are always saved to your PC, re-installed correctly after a hard 
reset, and when used together with BackupBuddy, saved faster during HotSync. 
 
You can download a trial version of BackupBuddy at BlueNomad:  
http://www.bluenomad.com/bb/ prod_backupbuddy_download.html 
 
 
 

Known bugs and limitations 
 
• A crash will happen on the Zire22 when you scroll down in a popup list. This happend with all dy-

namic lists (like categories or series) which are longer than the list window. As these lists are cal-
led by a Palm OS function, I can't offer a work around. 

• The installer may leave a "Temp Install Data" file on your device. It's save to delete this file. 
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Bookshelf is created using 
• PDAToolbox (www.pdatoolbox.com) 
• UIColorTheme by Paul Anderson 
• PDAT/Adv and PDAT/Adv libraries by Rick Sands (www.sandsusa.com) 
• Icons by LiquidPalm (www.liquidpalm.com) and Icon Land 
• Blackletter font 
• Nutshell Installer by Ecamm Network 
 
 
 

Contact 
 
Email:  hilfe@mlindert.de 
Web:  www.mlindert.de 
Forum:  www.mlindert.de/forum 
 
 
 

Disclaimer / Licence / Warranty 
 
The software and related documentation are provided "AS IS" and without warranty of any kind and 
the author expressly disclaims all other warranties, express or implied, including, but not limited to, the 
implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose.  
 
The software is protected by copyright laws and international copyright treaties, as well as other intel-
lectual property laws and  treaties. You may only use the software on one device. The software is li-
censed, not sold. 
 
You may not reverse engineer, decompile, or disassemble this software. 
 
By installing and opening the software you are agreeing to the terms set by this license. If you do not 
agree to this license do not use this software. 
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Appendix A 
 
Convert your booklist to Palm DB 
 
The following description is for Windows users and only for the first creation of a booklist. If you have 
a Mac, please email me. 
 
If you have a list of books on your desktop machine which you want to get into Bookshelf, save it to a 
CSV file and name it "books.txt".  
 
The format has to be as follows: 
10 rows with no header 
1. author (lastname, firstname is recommended) 
2. title 
3. category (or blank) 
4. series (or blank) 
5. publisher (or blank ) 
6. ISBN (or blank) 
7. want to buy (see note) 
8. read (see note) 
9. ordered (see note) 
10. have it (see note) 
 
Please note! For column 7 to 10 only the words "TRUE" and "FALSE" (without quotes) are valid. Both 
have to be in upper case!  
 
Your textfile should look similar to this: 
 
"author","title","cateory","series","publisher","isbn","TRUE","FALSE","FALSE","TRUE" 
 
Extract the "convert" folder from the Bookshelf download to a temporary folder. Copy your "books.txt" 
to that folder too and run "makedb.bat" and you'll get a "booklist.pdb" file to install on your device. 
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Appendix B 
 
Version history 
 
4.0 - 07/06/15 

[New] list of unread books with editing of their data 
[New] sorting data by table headers 
[New] moved / deleted some menu entries 
[New] lots of code changes 

 
3.7 - 08/30/2006 

[Bugfix] no sorting of libraries 
[New] field for date created 
[New] list of books read 
[New] enter data for audio books 
[New] list for audio books 
[Changed] email address for support 

 
3.6 - 05/08/2005 

changed mark for record with note attached 
changed script to check if record has a note attached 
mark if alarm is set for date sold 
mark for books lend someone 
changed navigation on several screens 
libraries updated 

 
3.5.1 - 12/01/2004 

"!" mark, if a record has a note attached 
Field for date sold incl. alarm 
Libraries updated 

 
3.5 - 05/28/2004 

Fixed a bug with searching for books on Clie devices 
Two new fields (date when bought / read a book) 
Rating of book 
Several lists use the Virtual Graffiti area 
New screen to search for author 
Layout changes 
Changed name to "Bookshelf PRO" 
A lot of the code changes due to a big development IDE update 
Libraries updated 

 
3.1.5 - 12/10/2003 

Fixed a bug with deleting data on the "Lend books" screen 
Menu item to change color to OS standard 
A lot of internal changes 
Libraries updated 

 
3.1 - 08/06/2003 

Hi-Res Icon 
Field for author is larger 
Layout changes 
Several internal changes 
Search for booktitles is not case sensitive any more 
Fixed a bug with card backup / restore 
Libraries enhanced 
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3.0 - 06/22/2003 
List of all your books 
List of books lend to someone 
Sum of books wanted 
Price field needs a dot as decimal seperator 
When deleting data of lend books, more fields are erased 
Layout corrections 
Changed registration method 
Required OS is now 3.5 or better 

 
2.7 - 04/30/2003 

layout corrections 
added search screen 
filter settings are saved 
libraries bugfixed / extended 

 
2.6 - 03/28/2003 

easier editing of categories, series and booktypes 
fixed wrong scrolling of filtered lists 
alternate row color in lists 
changed About... screen  
bigger application icon 
more OS 5 compatibility 
libraries enhanced and bug fixed 
 

2.5 - 12/22/2002 
Bookshelf is OS 5 compatible 
Enhanced sorting from main screen 
Backup to and Restore from external cards 
Seperate lists of books you want oder have ordered 
Edit booktypes 
Small icon for listview in launcher 
Shows text on search results 
Layout corrected 
Libraries enhanced and bug fixed 
 

2.0 - 09/25/2002 
Bookshelf and BookLib have merged into one application 
sorting of databases from inside Bookshelf 
statistics about your books 
changing of color themes through menu 
statistics about your books 
new field for city 
clearing of date fields on lended books 
icons are transparent (looks better when using launchers with colored background) 
icon for 4 Bit screen depth 
several bug fixes 
changed layout 
 

1.6.7 - 07/30/2002 
cursor has focus on first field of edit screens 
several bug fixes 

 
1.6.6 - 07/08/2002 

Bookshelf  is "BackupBuddy certified" 
fields for "Edition" and "Year" 
minor layout corrections  
BookSuite changes 
convert tool editited to work for new fields 
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1.6.1 - 03/17/2002 
automatic scrollbars on multiline fields 
database commands by menu or command graffiti 
navigation through application by menu 
checkboxes for "ordered" and "have it" 
editing of series / categories from the enter screen 
screen layout changes 
BookSuite changes 
convert tool editited to work for new fields 

 
1.5.5 - 11/15/2001 

color (a lot ;-) ) 
printing 
one file for color and b/w devices 
deleted help screens to save memory 

 
1.5 - 08/23/2001 

Popup list for type 
Fields for condition and price 
Updated conversion tool to fill all new fields 
Added shell app 
Manual with graphics as PDF file 

 
1.4 - 05/05/2001 

Popup list for series 
Fields for publisher and ISBN 
Larger note field 
Fields for storage and individual number of book 
Second list view to be filtered by series 
Confirm screen when deleting a book 
Updated conversion tool to fill all new fields  

 
1.3a - 03/09/2001 

Graffiti state indicator on edit screens 
Color version 
New application icon 

 
1.3 - 02/20/2001 

Find function 
Scrolling through large fields with hardware buttons 
List view for categories 
Duplicate entries 
Cleaned up screen layouts 
Fixed empty categories after new installation 

 
1.2a - 01/04/2001 

Fixed crash when taping on questionmark at the catagories screen  
 
1.2 - 12/19/2000 

Main screen with icons 
Screen layouts fixed 
 

1.1 - 12/08/2000 (no public version) 
Filtering list view 
Edit menue 
Conversion utility  

 
1.0 - 12/06/2000 (no public version) 

Categories 
Changed database structure 

 
0.9 - 11/30/2000 (first public version)  


