Yanoff 1.5

Thefree UseNet newsreader project

Preface

Thisisadocumentation. | am a programmer. You are auser. There are two facts about
documentations, users and programmers:

* Programmers cannot write good documentations
e Usersdon't read documentations until it istoo late.

In fact, | study computer science so thiswill only make the situation even worse. And as | know
from my job at a support hotline: Users don't read documentations at all.

These observations are the reason why | don't maintain this documentation with great
effort. | included all new information neccessary to use Y anoff but some of the images are old or
missing. | hope you will find the corresponding formsin Y anoff without any problems, though.

| ntr oduction

Y anoff is afree UseNet newsreader project. It is released under the terms of the GNU public
license that comes along with this documentation. That means that you receive the source code
of the application with the application itself.

Ok, but why thisname?

WEell, | thought about several names but almost all combinations of "Palm", "Pilot", "News",
"Pad", "Go" were used by other software. Furthermore | don't like names that are more a
description of what a program does than areal name. And | like acronyms. | started with "Y et
another newsreader” but that would result in "YAN" - alittle bit short. Then | remembered the
old list of internet services assembled by aguy called "Yanoff". | thought is would be quite a
good hommage to Y anoff and the good old times when AOL was not (yet) the subject of UDP
debates in german UseNet.
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Features currently supported

First of al, Yanoff is both an online and an offline newsreader. It supports NNTP to receive and
send network news articles.

Y anoff can send eMail messages e.g. asreply to anews article or as an original eMail message.

Y anoff supports crosspostings and stores the message |Ds of received articles to keep track what
datais useful to download and what not (an article that is or was aready in Y anoff's
database is considered to be not useful...).

Y anoff supports the download of article headers, bodies and compl ete articles. Dependent on
where the download command isissued (inside a newsgroup or in the newsgroup list) either the
current newsgroup's articles or all newsgroups' articles are downl oaded.

Y anoff memorizes the number of the last article received in a newsgroup. This way additional
traffic is avoided because only articles are requested that have not yet been in Y anoff's
database.

| nstallation

No special installation procedure is required for Y anoff. Simply follow the instructions of the
Palm Pilot manual or try "man pilot-xfer" on Linux workstations.

Usage

After the start Y anoff showsthe list of active newsgroups. If you have had no Y anoff installed
prior to thisinstallation you'll get an empty list. Otherwise you might get crap. In this case
please delete Y anoff (and by doing so all Y anoff databases that have information in the old
format) and reinstall Y anoff.

‘t‘unnff 1.5bd 1384 KB free

1 |Drafts

0 I utgaing

& clantifa.allgernein

1] clantifa.rmagazine

194 compsys.palmtops.pilot
115 de.comp.syshandhelds pal..
et} pilat.prograrmrner

19 pilat.pragrarmrner.goc

32 soc.culture. japan

1 w-pool.chat

When first starting Y anoff, the list is empty except for an internal group used to store outgoing
articles. In the menu line Y anoff shows an estimation of the amount of free memory. The
estimation is based on the routines used in Launcherlll and you'll notice that the two

values match very exactly.
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Subscribing to newsgroups

New newsgroups can be added by "Subscribe" in the menu "Management".
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They arelisted in arow along with the number of articles that are in the respective group. You
can change the layout dlightly: tap in the title row next to the left side of the word "Newsgroup",
where the vertical lineis shown, and draw the stylusin either direction. If you move the
Newsgroup column to the left border of the screen the number of articlesin each group isno
longer shown and the redraw is alittle bit faster.
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Server Preferences

When some newsgroups are created it is time to adjust the preferences. If you tap on "Server
Prefs" in the "Prefs’ menu, the following form will pop up.

S5erver Preferences a

w Marne:  Iail

Type: Mailzerwver
Address: 192.168.1.1

There are two types of servers 'Y anoff knows about: mail servers and news servers. Thefirst
server inthelist is always the mail server and the other ones are news servers. For every server
you can enter a name to identify the server in severa selection lists, an address, the port number
and atimeout value.

In the mail server form you can specify a Reply-To address that is used for outgoing emall
messages.

S5erver Preferences a

w Marmne: Masseno

Twpe: Mewsservar
Address: pewsmassend.con

Usze Auth: O
Auth Marne:
Auth Pass: ||

To get UseNet news you have to have access to a news server. Thisis acomputer that stores
articles for other people. The address of the server hasto be entered in the field "Address'. The
field "Port" contains the TCP/IP-Port of the news server. Thisisusually 119 but may be a
different one on your server so if you fail to connect on port 119 you can change it to the one
needed. Y our administrator will be able to tell you the right port number. Y ou should not change
the default value unless you encounter problems when establishing the connection.

Y anoff is a networking program and networks are cool but not without faults. Sometimes it
happens that an expected result is not achieved. Say, Y anoff issued a command to the server and
waits for the answer. Unfortunately somebody stumbled over the network cable that connects the
server to the internet. Or the news server program dies. Y anoff would wait very long for the
answer to come. To prevent this, you can enter atimeout value in "Timeout".

Since version 1.02 Y anoff supports authenticating news servers. These are servers that can be
accessed by the internet but only if you have to have an account on them. To use these servers
Y anoff hasto log into them by entering a username and a password. These pieces of information
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can be entered in the fields in the lower half of the Server Prefs form. To use authentication you
have to check "Use Auth".

When everything isfine, you can leave the form with "OK" and save the changes made or with
"Cancel" and forget what you've done.

For both of the two server types there is a second page you can access by tapping on the
button.

S%erver Preferences ﬂ

Signature:
Iatthing

Ao m—

oy greatest export iz the
rewvalution, Mot weapons

A third preferences form can be used to configure the posting facility of Y anoff.

The From field of your postings is made of the username and the hostname you entered in the
respective fields. That is, if you want to use the return address "john_doe@somewhere.com” you
should enter "john_doe" in the field "Username” and "somewhere.com" in the field "Hostname".
Y our Realname will be appended to the From field of your article as comment:

From john_doe@onmewhere.com (John B. Doe)

Zone should be set to something like "GMT+/-n" where "n" is the number of hours your
timezone differs from Greenwich Mean Time.

In the field "Signature” you can enter atext that will be appended to every new article you write.
Y ou can include a greeting like "Bye - John Doe" or just begin with some quote. The signature
itself (that means everything after the "Bye") should not exceed four lines. ThisisaUseNet rule.

| don't know of any other reason that would make sense, but some of the more fanatic
UseNetizens will simply PLONK you of start flame warsif your signature istoo long. Oh. And
there is another thing about the signature. It should be separated from the rest of the article with a
line that only contains two dashes and a space ("-- "'). Some newsreaders will skip the rest after
this line and save HUGE amounts of space. Thisis the other thing fanatic righteous UseNetizens
will not tolerate if it is violated. (I hope they won't hang me for the header lines Y anoff

generates ...)

No field's datawill be checked for correctness. The only help you can expect from

Y anoff is: you cannot enter characters that are not allowed in the header files that correspond to
thefield you are editing. If the fields contain invalid data the newsserver will rgject the article
and an error message is displayed after the attempt to post the article. The best thing is: enter a
valid string (haha) and try it with atest article in atest newsgroup.

Y ou can duplicate the current server record by choosing "Duplicate” from the Edit menu.
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Choosing "Delete" deletes the current server.

A good ideaisto first complete the mail server data (especially the second page) and then
duplicate it and edit only the fields that differ from the server you duplicated.

Newsgroup Preferences

Y ou have to select a newsgroup from the newsgroup list view to edit its preferences.

comp.sys.palmtops_pilot
Frarm: | Subject
Newsqgroup Preferences )

Poll: & Thread: O
Fall from: = DFM
Dizplay: » Subject

"Name" contains the name of the newsgroup. If the name is not chosen correctly you can change
it here.

Palm Pilots are very cool but they lack one thing very much: memory. | am the lucky owner of
an upgraded Professional and have 2 MB but thisis not much, either. Unfortunately again, some
people have plenty of time and generate very large articles that would not fit into the memory of
aPilot or prevent other articles from getting saved. To prevent this, Y anoff stores only the first
couple of KBytes of an article on the Pilot. Y anoff can store articles to asize of about 60 KB but
there will be currently unhandled problems with articles that are as large as these. So currently
the absolute maximum of an article to be stored is 31 KB. Simply enter avaluein "Article max"
to set the maximum size of an article in memory (including header data).

Whenever Y anoff downloads new articlesin a newly subscribed group it will download only the
last few articles. Some newsgroups have a very high throughput of articles and who knows how
many articles are in your new newsgroup and would have to be downloaded? The exact number
of articles downloaded in this case is entered in "Sample arts”.

"Poll max" is used to choose whether you want to poll the next articles (these directly after the
last article you downloaded from this group) or the last articles and how many you want to
download.

If you don"t want to download articles from this group, uncheck "Poll".

If you want to have articles in this group sorted by thread, check "Thread". This function is only
implemented basically but | promise I’ll spend some hoursto improveit in the near future.

Since there are severa serversto download articles from, you have to choose one of thelist "Pall
from".
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In more social oriented newsgroups, some people like to see the name of the author in thetitle
linein article view, some like to see the subject. Y ou can enter your preferencein thefield

"Display".

Y ou can enter some custom header lines in the form that appears when you tap on "Headers".
These header lines are appended to each article you post to the current newsgroup. The lines are
not error checked except for the character set that is permitted in the field. The only check
additional to thisisthat superflous linefeeds are removed and an additional linefeed isinserted if
the last line does not contain it.

M iscellaneous Pr efer ences

There is another Prefs menu: Misc Prefs.

Misc Preferences a

IC Purge:
Art Purge: 2
Page: = Cnepage- 1
Wardwrap: » &5
Beep: @ Cutoffsig: O
Jurnp back: @ Scoring: B
Frarn Stwle: » eblail
Use Buttons: w Left handed

Y anoff stores the Message IDs of all articlesit received in a separate database. A Message ID is
astring that identifies a usenet article worldwide. There are by definition no two articles with the
same |D unless a software malfunctions. Whenever Y anoff is about to download an articleiit first
getsits MsglD and looks it up the its own Message ID database. If Y anoff doesn't find

the ID, the article has probably never been in Y anoffs database and it will download the header
and, depending on the command the user issued, the body. Suppose you are polling several
newsgroups (that means, you are retrieving articles from them) and a guy posted a 70 KB FAQ
in two different groups but the articles arrived with a delay and you have already downloaded it
from the first newsgroup it arrived in. Now without the MsglD database the same article (that
may be extremly boring) would be transferred a second time. But with the MsgID mechanism

Y anoff recognizes that the article has already been on the device and does not download it.
(Unfortunately Y anoff can not recognize if an article is boring...) The only disadvantage with
thismethod is, that all MsgIDs have to be stored in a separate database. This costs about 50 byte
per downloaded article. After afew weeks the database would get very large. So Y anoff can
delete old MsglIDs of articles that are not expected to arrive anymore. Y ou should try several
values but 5 days should be enough. So thisisthe default value. Y ou have to push the "Purge’
button next to the field "ID Purge" to get rid of old MsgIDs.

All articles are stored locally on the Pilot and reside there until they are deleted. There are
several methods to delete articles. One of them isto delete all articles that are older than a certain
amount of days. Thisamount of daysiswhat you can enter in the field "Art Purge”.

"Sample arts" is the default value for the same field in the newsgroups prefs. The same is true for
"Article max".
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Y anoff wordwraps outgoing articles and messages at a certain line width. Y ou can select the
width from the list "Wordwrap".

If you want Y anoff to beep when it finished downloading articles, check "Beep".

"Cut off sig" has to be checked if you want to cut off signatures of incoming news articles. This
saves a bit of memory.

If "Jump back™ is checked, Y anoff jumps back to the view you were in when you left Y anoff the
last time.

"From style" can be used to set what information should be shown: eMail address or real name
of an article’s author.

Download of articles
After we have finished the setup we can now try to download some articles from the net.

First, I"d suggest you to take alook at the "Poll Prefs' from the "Comm" menu.

| Subject

| AlanH220.. Re: Hotmail throu., 3

.| Zsteve@f-. Re: The First Meet..
| dclie@mzn.. Re: Japanese Sany..
| swsopB9T. Re: ¥ Palm Maxovs. .

;G.r-uups F'u-llin;_; F';';!f:s-

Get: w Mew Articles
Frar: = Current group
Paost saved: &

I:Swe ][ SaverPoll ][Cuncel ]

Thefirst list ("Get") is used to specify what kind of information you want to get:
* Todownload complete, new articles, choose "New Articles"
* Toonly download headers, choose "New Headers"
» Todownload the bodies for already downloaded headers, choose "Bodies’
» Todownload bodies of selected articles, choose "Selected Bodies®

* To download complete bodies of selected articles regardless of any restrictions, choose
"Complete Selected".

The second list ("From™) gives you the opportunity to choose from what server(s) you want to
download articles from.

If you want to post eMail messages and articles, check "Post saved”.

Y ou can now save the preferences without downloading anything (tap on "Save"), save the prefs
and start polling (tap on "Save/Poll"), poll once with the current settings (tap on "Poll") or cancel
this form and abandon any changes.
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If you just want to repeat a poll operation with already entered settings without opening the Poll
Prefs, ssimply tap on "Poll" in the newsgroups list view or select "Poll" from the "Comm"™ menu.

Enter and leave a newsgroup

Just tap on the newsgroup to enter. Y ou can leave the newsgroup view (and the article view) to
the next higher level by entering a backspace - a stroke to the left on the graffiti area.
Alternatively you can use the icon in the upper left corner that shows an arrow pointing upwards.

Also in the newsgroups list you can change the layout alittle bit. Tap in thetitle row next to the
left side of the word "Subject” to drag the subject column to either direction. If you drag it
completely to the left only the subject lineis shown.

comp.sys_palmtops_pilot

AlanH.. ,!e: Hatrnail through P 4

i | 3isteve.  de: The First Meeting . i
delie@. e Japanese Sony iz

| sysop. Te ¥ Palm v vs Han.
A kevin. I:I-:-l.'.l to create dynam..

| zarnbi.. aynchrnnizing QFgani..
| delia.,  alr Y spailt backlight

| dicligiz.. I?e: Samy CLIE colar fr.

| ot Ge ¥ Palrn Y v Han.,

| replyt. eAnyoneable toch. <

o
List with From: and Subject:

These images show article lists of a newsgroup. Y ou can change the column layout like you do
in the newsgroups list form. In the first column of the table there are some flags shown:

denotes a selected article. A tap in the first column inverts this flag.

denotes an article that you already read.
o i
denotes an article that you want to keep. These articles are not deleted with the delete

command. When you unsubscribe a newsgroup with articles marked to keep, these
articles are deleted, never the less.

marks an article with a body.

The second column contains the name of the poster and the third column the subject of the
article.

Y ou can change the width of the two columns. Tap in the line between form title and the first
table entry near the gap between the columns. A vertical line that marks the column separation
will appear if you hit the place. Now you can drag the line to the desired position and lift the pen.
Voilal The new layout is saved in the preferences when you leave Y anoff.
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Reading an article

When reading an article you start reading the article automatically in body view if the current
article has abody in the database. If there is no body stored with the article (because you only
downloaded the header) the header is displayed. If you read the body and want to take alook at
the header data, just tap on header. The header gets displayed and the button that once displayed
"Header" changesinto "Body" - to switch back to the article body.

To the left there is abutton labeled "OK™ that closes the article view and gets you to the article
list view. To theright there is a button labeled "K" and one labeled "S". When "K" is pushed, the
current article is marked to keep and the button inverts. When pushed again, the articles gets
unkeeped again. The "S" button does simliar things but selects/unselects the article. In the article
list menu you can do some nice stuff with selected articles so thisisareally useful button.

Since version 1.02 there are two arrow buttons to switch to the next and the previous articlein a
group. You can also enter a space (stroke to the right on the graffiti area) to switch to the next
article.

Re: The First Weeting of the i

Fram: "Steve" <steved@f-r-icoms> «C
Subject: Re: The First Mesting of the =| Select All «Alin
Microsaft Falr User's Group. n| Export to Memo ~E

Date: Wed, 20 Sep 2000 11:50:43 nl Get complete body  |jin tar
-0400 anga.can. .

MlzglC: = Az | zaid in ernail, | don't think
=&qarir$43r$ 1 @nntpA.atl.mindspri wou'te being entirely fair.

ng.net=

Mewsgroups: Methinks that Microsoft

camp.sy s palmtopspilot accomnplished its goal.
EEDFREOER (0 E) O EK
Header view Body view with menu

If you want to create a Follow-Up, tap on "FUp". To send an email reply to the author, tap on
"Re".

Also since version 1.02 thereisasmall menu in article view that |ets you copy a selected portion
of an articleto the clipboard or select a complete article for copying. Remember that the
clipboard of aPilot islimited and it will probably not be able to contain the whole article at once.
Workarounds are multiple select/copy cycles or clipboard expansion hacks.

And | am proud to present: Export to Memopad. Y anoff now supports the export of complete
articles along with some header information to an unfiled Memopad entry.

If you want to answer to an article, tap on "F'up” to create a follow-up. See Writing an
article for details.
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Writing an article

To compose acompletely new article use the menu command "/Comm/New Article". You have
to enter a subject and the name of the newsgroup(s) you want to post the article to. Below the
black lineisthefield that contains the body of the article.

If you use this command while being in article list view, the name of the active newsgroup is
automagically inserted into the Newsgroups field.

When you are finished you can send the article immediately to the news server. This only works
if you are in Online mode. If you are not, you can save the article. It is stored in the newsgroup
"I10utgoing” and can be sent by selecting the menu command "/Comm/Post saved”. If you want
to dispose of the article, you have to tap on "Cancel".

Y ou can edit saved articles by entering the newsgroup "!'Outgoing” and selecting the very article
you want to edit and then tap on the "Edit" button. Y ou get to the same form that is used to create
anew article.

Beware! If you tap on "Cancel" in edit mode, the article is deleted. If you want to leave the form
without sending it immediately, tap on "Save".
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M aintainance

The menu "Management” is full of useful maintainance commands that | do want to explain
here.

* Unsubscribe
lets you unsubscribe a newsgroup. All articles in this newsgroup are deleted. Articles that
are crossposted to another newsgroup you subscribed, are not deleted.

 Sdectall
marks all articles in the current newsgroup as selected.

» Select none
marks all articlesin the current newsgroup as not selected.

e |nvert
inverts all selections.

* Keep selected
marks all selected item with the keep flag ("i").

* Unkeep selected
does the opposite.

» Delete selected
deletes all selected articles.

e Déeeteread
deletes all read articles.

* Purgeold arts
deletes all articlesthat are older that the time span entered in the preferences.

* Purgedl arts
deletes all articles (and asks twice to do so).

* Purge MsgIDs
deletes all MsgIDsthat are older that the time span entered in the preferences.

Thelast menu is called "Misc" and contains miscellaneous items like some preferences forms
and areindexing facility. Sometimes it happens, that Y anoff hangs during a network download.
This could be because your batteries run empty while downloading or because of other
(unnormal) problems. Unnormal means, that Y anoff normally does not crash. Whenever this
happens, though, Y anoff would have downloaded some articles but since they have not been
installed into the newsgroups, they will never show up anywhere except in the database,
consuming your RAM. In this case you can reindex the article database. All articles will be
installed freshly into the newsgroups and you can continue downloading the rest of them.

Thereisasecond utility in the "Misc" menu: "Reset newsgroup” that is only accessible when
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you are inside a newsgroup. Imagine you subscribed to comp.sys.pamtops.pilot and started
downloading the last 50 articles. Y ou read them, put your Pilot aside and three days | ater, you
want to read some news on a bus tour. Normally you would have to download all traffic in the
newsgroup of the past three days. Thisisabit hefty and you probably read it on your desktop
computer, anyway. So Y ou can reset the newsgroup. It appearsto Y anoff asif it has been
subscribed to recently (the internal last-article-counter is set to 0). So at the next download

Y anoff will only download the number of articles you entered in /Misc/Misc Prefs/Max articles.
Resetting the newsgroup does not delete any article.
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The Project

The goal of the project isto create a free, stable, functional and useful newsreader for the Palm
Computing Platform. Because the source is distributed with the app all users can help to track
down bugs or supply their own enhancements to make Y anoff better and more stable.

The conventions

It would be very niceif you helped in one or another way. If you want to, please follow these
rules:

» Before you want to join the team: contact me.
Thisway you can prevent to work on a subject that some other person aready works on.
1”1l add you as a developer at my project’s homepage at sourceforge.net. Thisway you'll
have access to the CV S repository that handles the source files.

* Thisis GPL-ware.
The project is published under the terms of the GNU public license. Y ou keep the
copyright for your code but you have to agree to also publish your code under the terms
of the GNU public license.

* Havefun.
And do al that with asmile on your face. Immediately! NOW! =B)) (just kidding)

Some thingsthat are still missing

Maybe you want to do some work in one of the following fields.

A Useful would be some conduits to sync Y anoff with some other software. Since
(Mac|Gno | dont k h : duit helb with this . I
melK DE) on't know how to write a conduit help with thisissueis very urgently
. needed. (A Windows conduit is already available.)
Conduit
Trangdlati In order to let as many people as possible benefit from this software | would
ons appreciate trand ations of the software and the documentation into other
languages (including asian ones). In particular, atranslation into correct English
would be nice.
Trand ati If you don't want to read ISO special charactersin subject lines or even
on- worse throughout the article, you should implement a tranglation function for
tables Y anoff.
i((:)(;mpress To save space in the article database a compressing routine would be fine.
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Contact the author, get the sources

Author and maintainer of Y anoff is;

M atthias Jordan <mjordan@sensenet.wirepool.free.de

The currently only available web space for Y anoff islocated on free.de. Here you'll be
able to download the latest FAQ, the complete sources and the latest actual betaversion.

Softwar e used

Y anoff has been developed under Linux 2.0.36 using the fabulous free GNU ¢ compiler and
PiIRC 2.4 from Wes Cherry. Thanks to the guys who wrote these fine pieces of software!

Sinceversion 1.1, Yanoff has been built using mul ti I'i nk from David Williams. Thanks, David!
Thistool rocks!

From the infamous version 1.4.5 on Y anoff is being developed on a Debian GNU Linux 2.2.16
box using the egcs compiler and PRC-Tools 2.0. The sources and the project’s homepage both
reside on SourceForge.
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Registration

As | dready mentioned, Y anoff isfree. Thas means: sell it, giveit asagift to your girlfriend
(only if you want to be mean), change it, do what ever you want to do with it aslong as my
copyright notice is untouched and the sources accompany the binaries. The exact license (GPL)
can be found at the Free Software Foundation’s website.

If you do like this program and want to do something good, help the people in Nicaragua. After
the severe catastrophy due to EI Nino (not the handheld...) many people lost their houses and
whole villages and acres have been destroyed. The health careis worse than bad in this small and
poor country in Central America.

Many organizations accept donations. Even the smallest donations will be a help to support our
friendsin Nica. In Germany you can contact the SID-Die Falken, a socialist youth organization
that has a partner project in Leon, Nicaragua, and a direct contact to the people of the Juventud
Sandinista (sandinist youth, youth organization of the FSLN). For contact information of other
socialist organizations that could transfer your donations to Nicaragua you should visit the
homepage of the I[USY . If the organization you contact has no link to Nicaragua, they will
probably have a usage for your donation themselves.

If you want to do something good, visit The Hunger Site and go to the ads page. The Hunger Site
lets you donate money by simply visiting a page that shows some ads from sponsors. The money
generated by you is used to donate food for poor countries. That means you could show yourself
thankful for Y anoff, do something good and don’t have to spend any money. If this doesn’t
sound good, | don’t know what would.

Yes, it'sf****** political. (And: Yes, | aso do other things than writing code.)
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